The Holy Bible
INTRODUCTION
A Panoramic View of the Bible
WE have now before us the Holy Bible,
or book, for so bible signifies. We call it
the book, by way of eminency for it is
incomparably the best book that ever
was written, the book of books, shining
like the sun in the firmament of
learning, other valuable and useful
books, like the moon and stars,
borrowing their light from it. We call it the holy book, because it was
written by holy men, and indited by the Holy Ghost it is perfectly pure
from all falsehood and corrupt intention and the manifest tendency of it
is to promote holiness among men. The great things of God's law and
gospel are here written to us, that they might be reduced to a greater
certainty, might spread further, remain longer, and be transmitted to
distant places and ages more pure and entire than possibly they could
be by report and tradition: and we shall have a great deal to answer for
if these things which belong to our peace, being thus committed to us
in black and white, be neglected by us as a strange and foreign thing, I
have written to him the great things of my law, but they were counted
as a strange thing. Hosea 8:12 The scriptures, or writings of the
several inspired penmen, from Moses down to St. John, in which divine
light, like that of the morning, shone gradually (the sacred canon being
now completed), are all put together in this blessed Bible, which,
thanks be to God, we have in our hands, and they make as perfect a
day as we are to expect on this side of heaven. Every part was good,
but all together very good. This is the light that shines in a dark place
(We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well
that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the

day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts: 2 Peter 1:19), and a
dark place indeed the world would be without the Bible.
We have before us that part of the Old Testament which we call the
Pentateuch, or five books of Moses, that servant of the Lord who
excelled all the other prophets, and typified the great prophet. In our
Saviour's distribution of the books of the Old Testament into the law,
the prophets, and the psalms, or Hagiographa, these are the law for
they contain not only the laws given to Israel, in the last four, but the
laws given to Adam, to Noah, and to Abraham, in the first. These five
books were, for aught we know, the first that ever were written for we
have not the least mention of any writing in all the book of Genesis, nor
till God bade Moses write (And the LORD said unto Moses, Write this
for a memorial in a book, and rehearse it in the ears of Joshua: for I will
utterly put out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven. Exodus
17:14) and some think Moses himself never learned to write till God set
him his copy in the writing of the Ten Commandments upon the tables
of stone. However, we are sure these books are the most ancient
writings now extant, and therefore best able to give us a satisfactory
account of the most ancient things.
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